LEG 3 Route Description

• Route information 25km/15.6 miles, 647m/2120ft
• The following is intended as additional information- not a substitute for correct footpath navigation using OS maps (Outdoor Leisure 1:25,000 Sheets OL1/OL24) The route is clearly marked on the map.
• To complete the leg successfully you must “dib” at each control point and at the finish.
• GOLDEN RULE: REPORT TO THE END OF LEG CHANGEOVER OR THE FINISH EVEN IF YOU RETIRE



Start from the Hope Sports Pavilion. Head towards the children’s play area and exit the sports field L, up the lane for 100m, then R over a stile by a large steel gate. Through gennel, to cross straight over Marsh Avenue and straight on through another pedestrian cut through. Straight onto Eccles Close and then follow it around L then R to pass Hope School to a junction with the Edale Road. Turn L and continue for 100m to fork R on Bowden Lane down to Killhill Bridge. Over the bridge to take the second R turn, signed ‘Hope Cemetery’. Follow this, and the continuation, passing Farfield Farm to the Aston Road. 
ROAD SECTION – CARE
Turn L and head uphill following the road up to Aston, passing Aston Hall Farm on the L to descend slightly for 100m to take the footpath on the L at the water trough. Follow this footpath climbing up towards the wall stile at the Access land boundary. Keep in the same line, taking the sunken path contouring up to a levelling at a fingerpost and path junction. CARE – don’t miss this turning – at the water trough head down (due East)  for approx. 20m on a vague path to turn L on a contouring path which becomes more obvious as you proceed. Follow this to cross over the upper reaches of Parkin Clough and carry straight on, descending now on a good track for approx. 900m to the footpath junction on the R and CP 5 (SK196859). Descend roughly SE direction to pick up the reservoir access road and follow this South. DO NOT CROSS DAM WALL. Drop 200m down the road, then fork R onto the old railway line (Touchstone/ Thornhill Trail) SK197852 Note: the old railway line is towards the bottom of the road. ****DO NOT TAKE THE OBVIOUS FORK R CLOSE TO THE TOP OF THE DAM WALL, which leads back into Parkin Clough. Continue along the old railway line, crossing a road, then on to FP junction at SK199836. Drop off L to follow this FP across fields to cross the River Derwent by footbridge and stepping stones. CP 6 (SK206834). Between the buildings turn R then first L up the back street (The Hollow) parallel with the Main Road. Where it emerges onto the Main Road, CROSS WITH CARE to take the footpath between the houses to the R of Fidlers Close and follow this out onto Joan Lane. Turn R and follow this and the continuation, Hurstclough Lane, to T junction, turn L and follow the road N, continuing on the track after Dennis Knoll parking to reach CP 7 (SK228846). Woodland corner.
 
Climb the track to gain the path along the top of Stanage Edge and follow this line to Upper Burbage Bridge, CP 8 (SK262830) at the top of the ‘Green Drive’. Follow the ‘Green Drive’ to CP9 (SK263805) at A6187 road crossing. It is untimed. Stay safe. Dib to stop your time and make a safe road crossing. CP10 (SK263805) dibber will restart your time on the south side of the road. Head W to the footbridge, cross and follow the stream SW to reach the top of Padley Gorge, continue down the main W bank path to turn R at the T-junction in Padley. Continue W passing Padley Chapel, over the cattle grid and take the FP on the L to cross the railway bridge. Stay on this path, heading NW to drop down to join the riverside path, continue generally NNW onto the lane leading to road junction at Leadmill Bridge. Turn R at the road and the changeover is 100m further on the R.
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